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MEMORANDUM 
 
 
To:  Board of Regents 
 
From:  Board Office 
 
Subject: Proposal for an Undergraduate Minor in Emerging Global Diseases at Iowa 

State University 
 
Date:  July 6, 2001 
 
 
Recommended Action: 
 
Refer the Iowa State University proposal to establish an undergraduate minor in 
Emerging Global Diseases to the Interinstitutional Committee on Educational 
Coordination (ICEC), the Iowa Coordinating Council for Post High School Education 
(ICCPHSE), and the Board Office for review and recommendation. 
 
 
Executive Summary: 
 
Iowa State University is requesting approval for an undergraduate minor in Emerging 
Global Diseases in the Departments of Entomology and Zoology/Genetics in the 
Colleges of Agriculture and Liberal Arts and Sciences. 
 
The Emerging Global Diseases minor is designed for undergraduate students interested 
in emerging infectious diseases, the international control of human and animal parasitic 
disease, and the underlying biology and ecology of the disease agents.  This area of 
study provides undergraduates an opportunity to focus on the critical and topical areas 
of international health and agriculture. 
 
The minor will strengthen the undergraduate experience in diversity and international 
education, serve as a new programmatic linkage between undergraduate curriculum and 
faculty research, and promote interdisciplinary collaboration for undergraduate 
curriculum.  Students in biological and social sciences, especially those planning to 
continue their studies in advanced degree programs in the sciences or in professional 
health care, will benefit from the program.  In addition, students interested in cultures 
and practices in developing countries, in global cultural and biological diversity, or in a 
career with international businesses/government agencies will be candidates for the 
program. 
 



ISU A-2 
Consent 

Page 2 
 

07/09/01@10:32 AM 

 
There is a recognized need for increased opportunities for student learning about global 
issues and ethics.  Emerging Global Diseases is an ideal subject area about which to 
develop a learning experience in international cultural/biological diversity.  Furthermore, 
a minor in Emerging Global Diseases provides an excellent forum for promoting 
discussion on ethics applied to global situations, as questions are evaluated about 
national funding of research areas important to international health and equal access to 
medicine and technology-based solutions to health problems of humans and 
agriculturally important animals. 
 
The University's responses to the Board of Regents questions for new program approval 
are attached on pages 3-5. 
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