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July 1, 2008 
 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE  
 
Contact:  Robert Donley, Executive Director, Board of Regents, State of Iowa,  

(515) 281-3934 
 
Board of Regents Responds to Governor’s Disaster Emergency Proclamation 
 
(URBANDALE, Iowa) – David Miles, President of the Board of Regents, State of Iowa, expresses 
thanks to Governor Culver on behalf of the Board of Regents, the University of Iowa, its students 
and their parents, for the issuance of a Proclamation of Disaster Emergency for the Board of 
Regents and the University of Iowa.   
 
The June 2008 flooding of the Iowa River impacted 20 major University facilities.  In particular, it 
caused significant damage to Mayflower Residence Hall, the Arts Campus facilities, and the 
Memorial Union, as well as the University’s utility infrastructure system.  This caused the 
University to delay the start of its summer session by one week, and has left in question the use 
of several major University facilities for the fall semester.   
 
The Disaster Proclamation will expedite the efforts of the Board and the University in hiring 
contractors and service providers for the necessary clean-up, repair and reconstruction of the 
University facilities and infrastructure in response to the significant flood damage.  This will result 
in a much more efficient and streamlined restoration process to ensure the recovery of the 
University’s facilities and operations in the most timely manner possible.   
 
The University will carefully evaluate its needs and retain highly qualified, experienced, and 
reputable contractors and vendors as required for the flood restoration effort.  These outside 
providers, which have worked with the University for many years, have the necessary experience 
and expertise for the repair and reconstruction of the University’s unique facilities.  
 
The Board of Regents wishes to take immediate and prudent action to allow the expedited hiring 
of contractors and service providers for the flood recovery effort at the University of Iowa.  
Accordingly, the Board will discuss the Governor’s Disaster Emergency Proclamation and related 
flood recovery issues at a telephonic meeting to be held on Wednesday, July 2, at 1:00 p.m. 
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