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REQUEST FOR NEW PROGRAM AT IOWA STATE UNIVERSITY: MASTER OF 
ACCOUNTING ANALYTICS 

 
 
Action Requested:  Consider approval of the request by Iowa State University for a Master of 
Accounting Analytics in the Ivy College of Business. 

The Council of Provosts and Board office support approval of this program.  
 
Description of proposed program. The Department of Accounting in the Ivy College of Business 
is proposing an online Master of Accounting Analytics degree. The proposed degree will further 
the department’s vision to “Become an accounting program whose faculty supports each student 
in achieving their individual goals by engaging in innovative teaching and academic, educational 
and applied research, positively impacting the accounting profession.” The demand for online 
graduate education is on the rise and analytics skills are in high demand in the field of accounting, 
which will result in an increased number of graduates that will not only further the Department of 
Accounting’s mission. 
 
The proposed online Master of Accounting Analytics will enhance the offerings of the Department 
of Accounting by providing students with the option of completing a Master of Accounting either 
in a traditional on-campus modality or in an online modality. Students have different learning 
styles and life goals and responsibilities. Having the option of either a traditional on-campus 
program or an online program will allow the students pick the program that meets their individual 
education goals and their personal life goals and responsibilities. 
 
The online Master of Accounting Analytics (MAA) program offers students a flexible path to attain 
a specialized degree that will place students a step ahead in today’s business environment. The 
program curriculum provides a deep dive into a well- rounded selection of accounting topics while 
placing an emphasis on expanding students’ analytical skills critical to the accounting profession. 
 
All courses will be delivered in an online asynchronous format providing students the convenience 
of completing their coursework from anywhere and working at their own pace. 
 
Academic objectives. The proposed online Master of Accounting Analytics will be STEM-
designated, as is the on-campus Master of Accounting, and will emphasize the technology skills 
and their use in the accounting profession. This will help further the vision of Iowa State University, 
which is that “Iowa State University will lead the world in advancing the land- grant ideals of putting 
science, technology, and human creativity to work.” 
 
The online MAA is designed to achieve the following goals and objectives: 
Learning Goal 1: Learners will be critical thinkers 

Outcome 1.1 Develop innovative solutions to accounting problems 
Outcome 1.2 Formulate recommendations based on research findings 
Outcome 1.3 Identify accounting alternatives and analyze the impacts of each on financial 
statements 
Outcome 1.4 Apply analytics to develop business solutions 
Outcome 1.5 Prepare information to assist management with planning, control, and 
decision making 
Outcome 1.6 Apply accounting, taxation, and auditing concepts in new and unfamiliar 
circumstances 
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Learning Goal 2: Learners will be effective communicators 

Outcome 2. Communicate effectively: 
2.1 In writing 
2.2 Orally 
2.3 Through data visualization 
2.4 Through electronic media 

 
Learning Goal 3: Learners will be effective team members 

Outcome 3. Demonstrate effective teamwork skills 
 
Learning Goal 4: Learners will be ethical decision makers 

Outcome 4.1 Identify ethical issues present in accounting and auditing scenarios  
Outcome 4.2 Analyze ethical implications of accounting choices and disclosures 

 
Learning Goal 5: Learners will be adequately prepared for professional certification or licensure 

Outcome 5.1 Demonstrate adequate preparation for professional certification or licensure 
 
Need for program. The COVID-19 pandemic and the increased interest in online education leads 
the Department of Accounting in the Ivy College of Business to propose an online Master of 
Accounting Analytics degree. Students across Iowa, the United States, and the world are desiring 
and needing options for earning master degrees online and the Department of Accounting at Iowa 
State University is very well-positioned to offer a program that fits the students’ needs. 
 
Additional needs for the degree include results of an employer survey conducted by the 
Department of Accounting and a student survey conducted by CyBiz. The employer survey 
indicates that employers would favorably view an online Master of Accounting Analytics from ISU 
and that they would desire to enroll their employees in an online Master of Accounting Analytics 
program at Iowa State University. The student survey indicates that 52% of the respondents who 
are interested in obtaining a Master of Accounting would prefer that the program be offered online 
and that said program offer a specialization that included analytics. 
 
Furthermore, The American Institute of Certified Public Accountants is altering the CPA Exam to 
include in-depth coverage of Business Analytics. Therefore, there is an increased need for 
analytics-focused courses in Master of Accounting programs. 
 
Relationship to existing programs at the institution. The proposed online Master of Accounting 
Analytics will enhance the offerings of the Department of Accounting by allowing ISU to provide 
students with the option of completing a Master of Accounting either in a traditional on-campus 
modality or in an online modality. Students have different learning styles and life goals and 
responsibilities. Having the option of either a traditional on-campus program and an online 
program will allow the students pick the program that meets their individual education goals and 
their personal life goals and responsibilities. 
 
While several of the courses in the online Master of Accounting Analytics are also in the traditional 
on-campus Master of Accounting, the two programs are not duplicates. The online Master of 
Accounting Analytics has a set curriculum of 30 credits with an analytics focus, while the traditional 
on-campus Master of Accounting has 15 required credits with 15 electives that lead to 
specializations in either financial reporting & assurance; information systems & analytics; tax; or 
managerial decision-making. 
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Relationship to existing programs at other colleges and universities. There are no online Master 
of Accounting or online Master of Accounting Analytics degrees offered at any of the colleges and 
universities in Iowa. 
 
Resources to establish a high-quality program. Faculty teaching in the program have excellent 
credentials and teaching experience in accounting, accounting analytics and/or business 
analytics. The facilities and equipment in the Ivy College of Business at ISU, including a dedicated 
video recording studio, in-house instructional design support, and advanced technology (e.g., 
Echo 360, Lightboard studio, etc.) are exceptional and will allow the Department of Accounting to 
establish and maintain a high-quality online Master of Accounting Analytics. 
 
Student demand. A market analysis conducted for the Department of Accounting by CyBiz 
included a student survey concerning their demand for an online Master of Accounting Analytics. 
The student survey indicates that 52% of the respondents who are interested in obtaining a Master 
of Accounting would prefer that the program be offered online and that said program should offer 
a specialization that included analytics. 
 
Workforce need/demand. Iowa State University graduates are employed worldwide. The 
Department of Accounting conducted a survey of employers of its graduates to determine their 
view of an online Master of Accounting Analytics. The results indicate that employers would 
favorably view an online Master of Accounting Analytics from ISU and that they would desire to 
enroll their employees in the program. 
 
Funding and Cost. Iowa State University utilizes a decentralized financial management model for 
the development of its annual operating budgets. The Resource Management Model (RMM) is a 
responsibility-centered and incentive-driven approach to financial planning and management. 
Through the RMM, for graduate and professional students, net tuition revenue is allocated to 
academic colleges based on a student’s enrollment. Tuition revenue will include both base tuition 
and applicable differential rates. The proposed degree program will be funded through this 
existing, proven financial model, and is expected to be fully self-sustaining over time. In addition 
to the budget model as described, financial resources may also come from internal reallocations 
made within the college during the program’s startup phase. The level of reallocation will depend, 
in part, on the numbers of new students attracted to the proposed program, and the number of 
existing students who choose the proposed program over another program, based on standard 
and differential tuition rates. The proposed program will not be dependent on grants, contracts, 
gifts, central university resources or reallocations between academic colleges. 
 
Projected student enrollment.   
 

 Y1 Y 2 Y3 Y4 Y5 

Undergraduate 10 10 20 20 25 
 
 
Accreditation. The online Master of Accounting Analytics will be offered completely online and will 
be under the existing umbrella of the Ivy College of Business’ and the Department of Accounting’s 
accreditation from the Association to Advance Collegiate Schools of Business (AACSB). The 
proposed program will be evaluated every five years along with all other degree programs offered 
by the Ivy College of Business as part of its Continuous Improvement Review. 
 
Date of implementation. Fall 2023. 
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Letters of Support 
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