
 
 
BOARD OF REGENTS 
STATE OF IOWA  

 AGENDA ITEM 3n
MARCH 23, 2011

Contact:  Andrea Anania

APPROVAL OF ACADEMIC AND ADMINISTRATIVE FEES FOR 2011-2012 

Actions Requested:   

 Approve, as a second and final reading, proposed revisions to Chapter §8.04 as shown on 
page 2; and 

 Approve the proposed fee changes for the 2011-2012 academic year as shown on pages 3 – 7. 

Executive Summary:  Board approval is required prior to implementation of all fees.    

At its February meeting, the Board: 

 Considered, as a first reading, the proposed revisions to Chapter §8.04 (Miscellaneous Fees) 
as illustrated on page 2; and 

 Received the report on proposed Academic and Administrative Fees for the 2011 – 2012 
academic year. 

The February report included the universities’ justifications for the proposed changes as well as full 
glossaries: http://www.regents.iowa.gov/Meetings/DocketMemos/11Memos/February2011/0211_ITEM10.pdf 

One additional change is being proposed since February’s presentation.  The University of Iowa 
requests the Board’s approval to eliminate one administrative fee: Career Services Fee – By 
College – Education – Ten Additional Sets of Credentials.  The University reports that it no longer 
charges this $10 fee. 

Background: 

Regent Policy Manual §8.04: 

 Requires that the Board review and approve all new institutional or college-wide fees over $1 per 
semester and all departmental fees over $10 per semester; and 

 Encourages the three universities to work together to establish common titles and amounts for 
fees.  The Board Office and university personnel will continue efforts to reduce the number of fee 
categories.  Some differences in fee titles and amounts may remain because of the unique nature 
of some programs and services at each institution.   

Iowa Code §262.9(18) requires the Board to take action no sooner than 30 days after notification of 
the proposed fee changes to presiding officers of each student government organization at each 
affected institution.  Written notification of the proposed fee changes was mailed to the student 
government president at each of the universities on January 31, 2011. 

Iowa Administrative Code §681-1.7 requires that application fees be modified through the
Iowa Administrative Rules process.  No changes to application fees were proposed. 
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Chapter 8.04 – Miscellaneous Fees Academic and Administrative Fees 

A. Consistency Among Universities   

The three universities are to continue to work together to establish common titles and charges 
for miscellaneous academic and administrative fees.     

Some differences in fee titles and charges may remain because of the unique nature of some 
programs and services at each institution.     

B. Institutional or College-Wide Fees   

Board approval is required for:  

 All new institutional or college-wide fees.  

 All institutional or college-wide fees of over $1 per semester and all departmental fees over 
$10 per semester.  

These fees do not include course fees for payment for materials used, fees that represent 
returnable deposits, fees assessed for damage or breakage by individual students, and fees 
assessed to pay for services external to the university.     

C. Student Organization Fees   

The Board approves the concept of a negative checkoff system (opt-out funding) for a student 
organization financed by nonmandatory student fee collections for the University of Northern 
Iowa. 

The Board approves the concept of a positive checkoff system (opt-in funding) for students to a 
student organization financed by nonmandatory student fee collections for the State University 
of Iowa and Iowa State University.     

Rationale:  Student organizations are funded either through Student Services or Student 
Activities Fees.  The check-off option is no longer utilized. 

D. Types of Miscellaneous Fees   

1. Tuition related    

Tuition-related fees include items such as continuing education courses and workshops.  
The tuition-related fees are presented with the Board’s annual discussion of tuition and 
mandatory fees.  

2. Non-tuition related    

Non-tuition-related fees include a variety of items such as course delivery fees and private 
music lessons.  In each category, students pay only the miscellaneous fees and charges 
that apply to them, with variances, in type and amount dependent on each student’s 
program, needs, and interests.  The non-tuition-related fees are presented in the spring 
timeframe when the Board discusses room and meal rates. 

C. Types of Academic and Administrative Fees  

Fees are categorized as either academic or administrative.  Students pay only the fees that apply 
to their programs, interests, or needs. 

 Academic fees include items such as Extension Courses, Continuing Education, and 
Workshops; Dentistry Fees; and Applied Music Fees.   

 Administrative fees include items such as Application, ID Card Replacement, and Graduation 
Fees.   

Academic and administrative fees are presented with the Board’s annual discussion of tuition and 
mandatory fees.  These fees may be brought to the Board for revision following initial adoption 
should the actual costs differ from the original estimates. 
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